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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

^- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication{s) filed on 26 May 2006 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)El This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal niatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims .v,.^ — — — ^ . — . 

4) S Claim(s) 1-36 is/are pending in the application. ' 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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8) D Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing{s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to applicant's amendment filed May 26, 2006. 
Claims 1, 9, and 18 have been amended. Claims 8 and 19 have been canceled. 
Claims 1-7, 8-18, and 20-36 are currently pending in this case. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e)ihas been itimely paid, the finality of the previous Office actlonj : 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on May 26, 
2006 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement '"" 

3. The information disclosure' statement (IDS) subniitted on' May^l 2006 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly,' the Information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

l^e^ponse to Arguments ' ^^^ ^^'^ 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7,'8-18, and 20-36 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections -35 use § 103 - 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-7, 8-18, and 20-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.Q. 103(a) as being .. 
unpatentable over Christiano (US 5,671 .412) in view of Markwitz et al (US 6,834,259). 

7. Regarding claim 1 - 
Regarding claim 1 - 

Ctiristiano discloses a system for.adding or transferring licenses to a computer system 
comprising: a license database interface component tliat communicates witli a license 
database, where an activation code is used to (e.g. col 10 In 10-25). 

6. Christiano does not disclose a wizard and graphical interface, where a 

: ;::e . _ .1 r.;-!- .'j- '•. . .. ' 

component may be activated-^via^the use of an. actlvation. cod e.e Markwitz, howeverj . 
does (e.g. col 9 In 53- col 6 In 5, col 6 Inl 6-31, col 14 In 17-24). 

7. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Christiano and Markwitz in order to make a more user-friendly license manager. 
Further, it would be obvious to adapt the wizard and graphical interface to a license 
manager or to any of a number of applications as is indeed being widely done. 

8. Regarding claim 2 - 

As above, Christiano does not disclose a wizard and graphical interface. Markwitz, 
however, does (e.g. coi 9 ih'53-^to?6''ln 5,''col'61n16-31).'^ It Would be obvious to one of . 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Christiano and Markwitz in order to 
make a more user-friendly license manager. Further, it would be obvious to adapt the 

. . v Xcj ic 0;.e of brd- "aiy .»i t t; r.ri ;3 cc:.4j si.i.jSOi 
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wizard and graphical interface to a license manager or to any of a number of 
applications as is indeed being done. 

9. Regarding claim 3 - 

Christiano discloses a system wherein the license code is indicative of the number of 
licenses to be added or transferred to a computer system (e.g. col 10 In 20-40). 

10. Regarding claim 4 - 

Christiano discloses a system wherein the license database interface component 
receives the license code from the interface component and generates a corresponding 
activation code (e.g. col 12 In 20?30).>:i:v. ^ = 

11. Regarding claim 5 - 

As above, Christiano does not disclose a wizard and graphical interface. Markwitz, 
however, does (e.g. col 9 In 53- col 6 In 5, col 6 In16-31). It would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Christiano and Markwitz in order to 
make a more user-friendly licerise manager. Further, it v^ould be'obvious to adapt the 
wizard and graphical interface to a license manager or to any of a number of 
applications as is Indeed being done. 

12. Regarding claim 6- • ' >" -'rr -J 

Christiano discloses a system wherein license component stores license data Including 
a quantity representing the number of licenses to be added or transferred to the license 
store (e.g. col 10 In 20-30). 

13. Regarding claim 7- ' - ^ * ^nl -!^c<:;. 



• "■^'^v: 'JH '^o / 
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As above, Christiano does not disclose a wizard and graphical interface. Markwitz, 
however, does (e.g. col 9 In 53- col 6 In 5, col 6 In16-31 ). It would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Christiano and Markwitz in order to 
make a more user-friendly license manager. Further, it would be obvious to adapt the 
wizard and graphical interface to a license manager or to any of a number of 
applications as iS; indeed being done. 

14. Regarding claim 9 - 

Markwitz discloses a system wherein the user receives the activation code over the 
telephone col 14 In 17-24). 

15. Regarding claim 10- 

Christiano discloses a systern'for'backing up and restoring licenses comprising: 
a backup storage interface conriponent '(e.g. col 4 In 40-65j.^ ^^^^'^ '-'^ - 

1 6. As above, Christiano does not disclose a wizard and graphical interface, where a 
component may be activated via the use of an activation code. Markwitz, however, 
does (e.g. col 9 in 53- col 6 In 5.' col 6 In1 6-31 . col 14 in 1 7-24);' ' ' 

17. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to cornbine the teachings of 
Christiano and Markwitz in order to make a more user-friendly license manager. 
Further, it would be obvious to adapt the wizard and graphical interface to a license 
manager or to any of a number of applications as is indeed being widely done. 

18. Regarding claim 1 1 - 
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Christiano discloses a system wherein a user specifies a particular backup data store 
and file path.where the backup copies of one or more licenses are to be stored (e.g. col 
5 In 10-35). 

19. As above, Christiano does not disclose a wizard and graphical interface, where a 
component may be activated via the use of an activation code. Markwitz, however, 
does (e.g. col 9 In 53- col 6 In 5, col 6 In16-31 , col 14 In 17-24). •. . 

20. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Christiano and Markwitz in order to make a more user-friendly license manager. 
Further, it would be obvious to adapt the wizard and graphical interface to a license 
manager or to any of a number of applications as is Indeed being widely done. 

21. Regarding claims 12-15 

Christiano discloses a system wherein the backup data Is stored on a portable storage 
medium, which may Include a floppy disk, flash memory device or optical storage 
medium (e.g. cbl S^ln 10-3i5).--'^- - - ' v ": and. graphical inten-.- -v. hc^^ 

22. Regarding claim 16- 

Christlano discloses a system, wherein the user receives confirmation of success In 
backing up one or more1icenses'(e.g. col 4 In 20-45). ' -Jin- vS-' ' 

23. As above, Christiano does nbt disclose a wizard ^ndlgYaphWl'lhteka^^ a 
component may be activated via the use of an activation code. Mart^witz, however, 
does (e.g. col 9 In 53- col 6 In 5, col 6 In16-31, col 14 In 17-24). ^ ' 

24. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Christiano and Markwitz ill order to make a more user^rienclTylicen'sl manager ■ ''''^ 
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Further, it would be obvious to adapt the wizard and graphical interface to a license 
manager or to any of a number of applications as is indeed being widely done. 

25. Regarding claim 17- 

Christiano discloses a system of claim 10, wherein the a user receives a file path from a 
user designating the location of the backup license copies and interacts with the backup 
storage interface component to retrieve the backup copy and save it to the license store 
so as to restore corrupted license data (e.g. col 5 In 20-35). 

26. As above, Christiano does not disclose a wizard and graphical interface, where a 
component may be activated via the use of an activation code. Markwitz, however, 
does (e.g. col 9 In 53- col 6 In 5, col 6 In16-31 , col 14 In 17-24). 

27. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 'combihe the teachings of 
Christiano and Markwitz in order to make a more user-friendly license m^ 

Further, it would be obvious to adapt the wizard and graphical interface to a license 
manager or to any of a number of applications as is indeed being widely done. 

28. Regarding claim;18- "^^^ — : -/ici ;n:: rncts .. 

Christiano discloses a method for adding licenses to a compter system c^ 
accepting a license agreement; indicating a method of contacting a license database; 
providing a license code identifying a particular license comporient; (e.g. col 10 In 10- 



29. As above, Christiano does not disclose a wizard and graphical interface, where a 
component may be activated via the use of an activation code. Markwitz, however, 
does (e.g. col 9 In 53- col 6 In 5, col 6 Inl 6-31 7 col 14 In t7-24). - — 
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30. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to cx)mbine the teachings of 
Christiano and Markwitz in order to make a more user-friendly license manager. 
Further, it would be obvious to adapt the wizard and graphical interface to a license 
manager or to any of a number of applications as is indeed being widely done. 

31. Regarding claims 20- 21 - 

Christiano discloses a method wherein one method of contacting a license database is 
using the Internet, or the telephone (e.g. col 4 In 10-55). 

32. Regarding claim 22 - 

Christiano discloses a methodvcomprising providing an installation ID to the licenseage 6 
database (e.g. col 5 In 10-45). 

33. Regarding claim 23 - 

Christiano discloses a method wherein the number of digital licenses installed is related 
to license code associated with a%ense component (^;g: col' 6 In; 1^ ' ^ 

34. Regarding claim 24 - 

Christiano discloses a method further comprising providing credit card information to 
facilitate purchasing a license component (eVg. coi 3 In 35-55). • ^ ' ■ *' 

35. Regarding claim'25^-"'^'^-^"^ ""'7'; , 

Christiano discloses a method wherein a purchased license component is downloaded 
from a web site (e.g. col 3 In 35-55). . ;o 

36. Regarding claim 26 - 

Christiano discloses a computer readable medium haying stored thereon computer .: 
executable instructions for carry out the method of claim 18 (e.g. col 3 In 35-55). 

. fitjiiiv. :'jrthei C( ,j.c,tJ..Vy .:rcj:t^.^.ci . ..Vi: 
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37. Regarding claim 27 - 

As above, Christiano does not disclose a wizard and graphical iriterface, where a 
component may be activated via the use of an activation code. Markwitz, hpwever, 
does (e.g. col 9 In 53- col 6 In 5, col 6 In1 6-31, col 14 In 17-24). 

38. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art to combine the teachings of 
Christiano and Markwitz in order to make a more user-friendly license manager. 
Further, it would be obvious to adapt the wizard and graphical interface to a license 
manager or to any of a number of applications as is indeed being widely done. 

39. Regarding claim 28-31 - 

Christiano discloses the he method of claim 27, wherein the location corresponds to a 
particular place on 'a portable external storage medium, such as a floppy disk, flash 
memory device or optical storage medium (e.g. col 3 In 10-35). 

40. Regarding claim 32 - 

Christiano discloses a corhputer readable medium having' stored thereon computer 
executable instructions for car-ry but th^ methoci 'of Vlaini 27 (e^gf-^ In 30-55):' '^^^ ~ 

41 . Regarding claim 33 - 

Christiano discloses a method for restoring licenses comprising: specifying a file path 
identifying the location of a backup copy of one or more licens^g;' and ' 
receiving confirmation' that licenses have been restored (e.g. col 10 In 10-25). 

42. As above, Christiano does not disclose a wizard and graphical interface, where a 
component may be activated via the use of an activation code. Markwitz, however, 
does (e.g. col 9 In 53- col 6 ln'5, col 6 In16-31 , col 14 In 1'7-24). 
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43. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Christiano and Markwitz in order to make a more user-friendly license manager. 
Further, it would be obvious to adapt the wizard and graphical interface to a license 
manager or to any of a number of applications as is indeed being widely done. 

44. Regarding claims 34-35 - * ^ 

Christiano discloses the method of claim 33, wherein there is a mechanism to browse 
storage locations to facilitate identifying the location of a backup copy, and mechanism 
for printing information associated with confirmation that licenses have been restored 
(e.g. col 31n 40-65): : 10/"^. '-.V^C " > ; v : Par-'fo~* 

45. As above, Christiano does not disclose a wizard and graphical interface, where a 
component may be activated via the use of an activation code. Markwitz, however, 
does (e.g. col .9 In 53- col 6 In 5, col 6 In16-31. col 14 In 17-24)1'^"^ ' 

46. It would be obvibus' to one of ordinary skilPiri the^aH'td^bbmbine teachings of 
Christiano and Markwitz in order to make a more user-friendly license manager. 
Further, it would be obvious to adapt the wizard and graphical interface to a license 
manager or to. any of a number of applications as is indeed being widely done. 

47. Regarding cialrn sW'- ''' ^ ' " raDackup,copy. aiu. rp^-crr.nism 

Christiano discloses a computer readable medium having stored thereon computer 
executable Instructions for carry out the method of claim 33 (e.g. col 4 In 20-35). 

48. Examiner's note: ' E}2:aminer has cited particular columns 'aridline numbers Iri ^^ 
the references as applied to the claims iabove for the convenience of the applicant.' 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 

' * 'i. .: ' _ r. . . , r"ir:1>i:y liber »^'r'f'' * - ' ' , 

; •!: ''iT ;i /le ..i/' • ^^^V 'npHical irvterface to ./j-^h se " ' 
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applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may be applied as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 

Conclusion 

49. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

50. Jiang (US 6,564,375) discloses reusable components for customization of 
wizard-based applications. 

51 . TIdwell, II (US ■5;859!637) discloses- non-progra&n^ apparatiis'fcrr 
creating wizards with a script. 

52. McDonald et al (US 5,966,532) disclose a graphical code generation wizard for 
automatically creating graphical programs. , Ji.:>. .vj.„ aii u. ... ; - i 

53. McDonald 'et'ai'^(US' '6,053,951 ) discloses a man/machine' interface graphical 
code generation wizard for automatically creating MMI graphical programs. 

54. Bowman et al (US 6,233,726) disclose a development system with reference 
card and pariameter wizard methodologies for facilitating creation of software programs. 

55. Bae et al (US' 6;295;53't)^discl6^^^ axooTice'^^data'y^lzardi^ ^• 

56. Gauthier et al (US 6.502,234) disclose a component based wizard for creating 
wizards. 

'A 'S.5 96(5''■"^?^a.- -^b-' ^ i c;r" 'hieal code/gen6rai:c;. w./.ar'i for • 
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57. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cristina Owen Sherr whose telephone number is 571- 
272-671 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 Monday through 
Friday. 

58. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

59. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval" (PAIR) system. Status information for • 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAiR system, see http://pair-direbt.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions oh access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN U'sX' OR CANADA) or 571 ^272-1 dod: ' 



COS, 07/24/06 



